
 

Friday 15th May 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

I hope you are well and keeping safe.  

On Monday I wrote to share the news of the government’s plan for schools to possibly reopen on June 1st to some 
children. Since that announcement there has been new guidance given to schools from the government and Trafford 
Council. We have spent the last week trying to understand the government’s plans, including the guide they gave us 
just last night, and beginning to plan how Seymour Park could reopen safely for everyone.  

This is an incredibly difficult process but please know we are doing everything we can to deliver what is possible as 
safely as possible.  

I therefore want to be very clear with you on our school’s position. Everyone within our school family wants our 
school to reopen. We all miss the children and cannot wait to see them again.  However, Seymour Park will not begin 
to reopen until I am satisfied we can do so as safely as possible. I know there is much anxiety amongst parents, 
children and staff about this and so we must get this right for everyone. I will not compromise the safety of any 
member of our school family by rushing this process. 

We will have a detailed plan to share with you next week, however I want to share with you some important details 
from the latest government guidance and the important decisions we have already taken: 

When will school begin to reopen? 

 Seymour Park will NOT reopen on June 1st. This is too soon to be done safely. Therefore, the earliest we may 
begin to reopen would be June 8th. We will use this additional week to make sure our plans are ready. 

Which children will be able to attend school? 

 The Prime Minister announced that children in Reception, Year One and then Year Six should return first 
along with children who have an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) or a social worker. We have received 
further information this week that the government wish for Nursery children to also attend school.  

 Children in other year groups will not return on June 8th. This includes siblings and other members of the 
same household. These children will need to stay at home and may not return to school for some time yet. 

How will school be organised? 

 To reduce the risk of any infection spreading, the government ask that each class be split into smaller groups 
with a maximum of 15 children. Each group must be given their own classroom and the same teacher can 
only work with this one group. To do this, we will need to use classrooms and teachers from other parts of 
our school. This means children may not be based in their usual classroom or be taught by their usual class 
teacher. Children will not mix with children from other groups so play and lunch times will be changed.  

 Initially, we may only allow a smaller number of children in each day. This will help the children adapt to 
their new environment and allow us time to check our plans are working. This will mean your children may 
not be in school every day when they first return. Once we are satisfied we can open to more children, we 
will begin to increase the days in school. We will be slow and careful. 



 

 Whilst we will try to make school life as normal as we can for the children, there will be significant changes 
for parents. Our school cannot operate in the same way as it did before we closed. For example, you should 
expect changes to the start and end time of school to allow us to manage drop off and pick up safely.  

What will happen with childcare?  

 We are being asked to continue providing childcare for vulnerable children and the children of key workers. 
For our families who need this support and have no other childcare option, we will do all we can to help you. 
It is highly likely we will NOT be able offer breakfast club and afterschool club. 

Does my child have to return to school? 

 Although the government advise that children should return, please know that we will respect your right to 
make the best decision for your children and your family.  

What will happen for children who do not return to school? 

 We know there will be many children who do not return to school straight away. We will continue to provide 
our INCREDIBLE online learning materials to all children for the time being. It may be difficult for us to 
maintain this once teachers are needed back in school but we will do what we can.  

Will my child receive a school meal? 

 We hope so. We will struggle to provide a hot meal, but think we will be able to provide a meal to the 
children who need one. 

 At the moment, the government say they will not fund the free school meal vouchers to parents over the 
half term holiday. Families will receive the voucher again after the holiday if their child is not in school.  

I am sorry I am not able to provide you with more clarity tonight but I felt it was important to provide with an 
update. We will get our plan to you very soon and hopefully answer the many questions I know you will have.  

In the meantime, please be reassured that we are doing everything we can to bring our children back to school- safe, 
happy and learning.  

Thank you as always for your patience and understanding. 

With best wishes to you and your family,  

 

 

 

Mr T Johnson  


