
 

15th October 2021 

Dear parents and carers,  

Next week is the last week of school before the half term break so it is a good time to write with an update on 

school life.  

What are we working on this year? 

We are hoping this school year will be less disrupted than the last two and we can begin to get Seymour Park 

back to normal. As we do this, here are the areas we are working on this year: 

1. Supporting our children’s language development  

2. Our PE curriculum 

3. How we teach reading to our youngest children  

4. Continuing to work on some of the changes we made last year like our Art curriculum and children’s 

rights.  

The impact of the pandemic on children’s health, language development and early reading skills is a big factor 

in why we have chosen these areas.  

We are also planning on making further improvements to our playground. The Reception playground will be 

transformed next and this project will begin after the half term break.  

As part of our work to keep improving our school, we welcomed a group of headteachers from Trafford Primary 

Schools to Seymour Park last week to look at the way we teach. They focused on the way we give children 

feedback and how we have moved away from traditional marking. All our visitors were impressed by our 

children and teachers. They watched lessons, looked at books and spoke with children, staff and parents.  

Here are some of their thoughts, excellent is a very common word: 

Excellent teaching and learning in all lessons observed 

Children engaged in lessons by the excellent teaching 

Children understand the marking and feedback policy. They know that they need to review their work and 

improve on their prior learning. This enables the children to take ownership of their learning. Children know that 

it is good to have a ‘wobble’ as this shows that they are being challenged. 

Pupil engagement high and excellent behaviour 

A healthy culture that it is okay to make mistakes permeated every class observed. This helped to strengthen the 

growth mind-set approach to teaching and learning.   



 

One parent said, ‘The school does a great job in allowing children to take responsibility for their learning. I like 

that it makes them reflect and become more resilient’ 

I am delighted they saw excellent teaching and learning because that is what I see every day. Our website is full 

of information about our curriculum and our approach to teaching and learning, so please take a look. Our 

noticeboards outside classrooms have information too and QR codes to connect to the school website.  

Ofsted 

It is very likely our school will receive an Ofsted inspection this year as our last inspection was 11 years ago. 

Despite the much higher expectations Ofsted now have and the huge challenges Seymour Park has faced 

throughout the pandemic, we will be proud to show off our brilliant school when the time comes.  

Parents Evening  

Parents Evening is scheduled to take place during the week of November 15th to 18th. It has been 18 months 

since parents have been able to visit school and we think it is important that we start this as soon as possible. 

However, Covid-19 rates are still high so we are planning to offer parents the option of a phone appointment 

or to visit school in person. We will send a message out with details on how to book your appointments next 

week.  

Behaviour Treat 

Next Friday (October 22nd) we will be thanking our children for their brilliant behaviour with our half-termly 

behaviour treat. This time it is Wheelie Day, which I know the children are very excited about. Please take a look 

at ParentMail for the information we sent earlier this week and make sure you have given consent for your child 

to take part. 

Staff News  

Finally, I would like to congratulate two teachers who have recently got married: Mrs Broadbere (formerly Miss 

Nuttall) and Mrs Furness (formerly Miss Brocklehurst). Congratulations to them both! 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Mr T Johnson  

Headteacher 


