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RRSA ACCREDITATION REPORT  

GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING 

School: Seymour Park Community Primary School 

Headteacher: Tom Johnson 

RRSA coordinator: Rosie Kerr 

Local authority: Trafford Borough Council 

School context: The school has 667 children on roll. 24% are supported through 
the Pupil Premium and 66% speak English as an additional 
language, with 25 languages spoken across the school 
community. 7.3 % of pupils have an EHCP. 

Attendees at SLT meeting: The headteacher, four members of SLT and the RRSA 
coordinator. 

Number of children and 
young people spoken with: 

12 pupils spoken with in two focus groups and discussion took 
place with two classes during a short tour of the school. 

Adults spoken with: Two teachers, three members of support staff and two parents. 

Key RRSA accreditations: Registered for RRSA: September 2017 
Bronze achieved: April 2018 
Due to a range of factors, including the school’s rapid RRSA 
progress during COVID and the appointment of a headteacher 
from an established Gold rights respecting school, it was 
agreed to progress directly to a Gold accreditation.  

Assessor: Martin Russell 

Date: 27th May 2022 
 

ACCREDITATION OUTCOME  

Outcomes for Strands A, B and C have all been achieved. 
 

 

Seymour Park Community Primary School has met the standard for  
UNICEF UK’s Rights Respecting Schools Award at  

Gold: Rights Respecting. 
 

 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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1. STRENGTHS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
 
The assessor would like to thank the children, the Senior Leadership Team and the staff for their 
warm welcome to the school, for the opportunity to speak with adults and children during the 
assessment and for the detailed and thorough evidence provided to support the process. Prior 
to the accreditation visit, the school completed a comprehensive School Evaluation: Gold form 
and provided a good collection of digital evidence. 
 
It was evident that children’s rights are embedded across the school and underpin every facet 
of school life. 
 
 
Strengths of the school include: 
 
• A strong commitment to children's rights and to RRSA from leaders at all levels, including 

governors, tied into the vision and values of the school.  
• Planned links to relevant articles are embedded across the curriculum in a way that 

enriches the learning for all children.  

• A passionate commitment to children’s rights from all duty bearers ensures the Convention 

is evident in all aspects of school life.  

• An ethos that places positive relationships, based on mutual respect and trust, at the heart 

of school life.  

• The caring and nurturing ethos of the school, where the values of dignity and respect are 

lived and experienced by children and their families.  

 
 
Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other 
RRSA schools and settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at 
Gold level. Here are our recommendations for your school: 
 

• Continue the excellent practice around rights that has become embedded across the school. 

Ensure that all new initiatives are related back to rights.  

• Continue to revisit RRSA guidance around language, wording and vocabulary of rights. 

UNICEF UK’s ABCDE of Rights resource will support staff. 

• Continue to deepen your focus on children’s awareness of global issues; consider exploring 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals, perhaps using the World’s Largest Lesson resources 

to support this. 

• Continue to support children to engage, as appropriate, in campaigning from a rights 

perspective; seek to make this systemic across the school. 

• As a Gold Rights Respecting School, develop your ambassadorial role, promoting the CRC 
and the benefits of a child rights-based approach, particularly with neighbouring schools. 

 
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/resources/teaching-resources/guidance-assemblies-lessons/abcde-of-rights/
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
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2.  VISIT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

STRAND A Highlights and comments 

1. Children, 
young people 
and the wider 
school 
community 
know about and 
understand the 
UN Convention 
on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC) 
and can describe 
how it impacts 
on their lives and 
on the lives of 
children 
everywhere 

All children and adults spoken with demonstrated an excellent understanding 
of children’s rights and are clear about the key characteristics underpinning 
rights such as universality and indivisibility. One pupil explained, “It doesn’t 
matter who you are or where you are, you all have the same rights.” Others 
said that rights can’t be taken away, “All children need them and should have 
them no matter what.” All subject areas include relevant articles in their 
planning, as one of the school’s three curriculum threads. Articles are a 
central component of assemblies and appear on displays around the school 
site. An imaginative whole school project resulted in a poem celebrating the 
Convention with contributions from every class. Pupils spoke knowledgably 
about why some children are unable to access their rights, “Some children 
have to evacuate because of war and they may be separated from family and 
friends.”; “In some countries you can’t go to school because of your gender… 
we learnt about Malala Yousafzai.”; “Poverty means bad treatment for children 
in some countries.”; “Some people get judged or badly treated because of their 
colour or religion.” 
Staff understand and are committed to a child rights-based approach, one 
adult commented, “This supports us in opening up the world for our children 
and showing them that they can make a difference.” Parents, carers, and 
governors are kept well informed of the school’s rights respecting work in a 
variety of ways including a special ‘Rights Rangers Takeover’ edition of the 
newsletter. The leadership’s strong commitment to the CRC is clear, “In 
everything we do as a school the Convention is at the forefront…. It’s threaded 
through our everyday life.” The CRC is explicitly referenced in the school’s 
statement of values and rights respecting is a named objective in the school’s 
strategic plan. The commitment of the headteacher and his team is 
abundantly clear, “Rights are so important to us and promoting them is key to 
the community we serve…The empowerment of our children is crucial.” 

STRAND B Highlights and comments 

2. In school 
children and 
young people 
enjoy the rights 
enshrined in the 
United Nations 
Convention on 
the Rights of the 
Child. 

Pupils experience their rights being realised in school, “Having fun and being 
able to express yourself is a big part of our school.”; “Teachers protect us, they 
are our duty bearers.” Staff have a strong, shared vision, as one explained, 
“We are always there for them...it’s not my classroom but our classroom.” The 
children emphasised the importance of speaking with a trusted adult if they 
had concerns, they spoke about the ‘worry monster’ as an additional option 
and defined trust as having somebody to rely on. All agreed that theirs is a 
very fair school, “Everyone has a voice and gets heard properly,” and that 
fairness isn’t about all having the same but being supported to achieve. 

3. Relationships 
are positive and 
founded on 
dignity and a 
mutual respect 
for rights 

Strong, supportive, and mutually respectful relationships are an important 
feature of the school and both children and adults made clear that respecting 
everyone’s rights are key to this. This is reflected in a Positive Behaviour and 
Relationships Policy, linked to articles. Staff said that rights-based restorative 
approaches, “Give the children the tools to sort out disagreements.” The 
children spoke of the importance of being treated with dignity “You respect 
people for who they are… even if they are not your friend.” 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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4. Children are 
safe and 
protected and 
know what to do 
if they need 
support. 

All aspects of being safe and protected from harm, and understanding this as 
a right, are strong features of the curriculum. The pupils articulated their 
involvement in safety explaining, for example, how they created child friendly 
safeguarding posters linked to Article 19. Some pupils participated in a safety 
walk with SLT identifying areas of the school where additional infrastructure 
or support would help them feel even safer. One child explained, “Since we 
started talking about rights all the time, people treat each other better.” 

5. Children’s 
social and 
emotional 
wellbeing is a 
priority. They 
learn to develop 
healthy 
lifestyles. 

“We don’t just think about our physical health but mental health too,” was a 
helpful summation from one pupil when asked about wellbeing which is 
evidently a priority for all in the school. Tailored mentoring, quiet zones on the 
playground and extensive content in PSHE lessons are among many ways 
that health and general wellbeing are not only taught but experienced by the 
children. All wellbeing activity is linked to children’s rights, such as a display 
about a reception class visit to the supermarket linked to A24 and Y3 work on 
menu design referencing an adequate standard of living. 

6. Children and 
young people 
are included and 
are valued as 
individuals. 

Staff outlined, “The fact that so many of our families are from countries where 
rights are not always respected, really frames the nurturing support we give.” 
Substantial changes were made to the curriculum to better reflect and value 
the diverse community, these included ‘book hooks’ and history topics. A 
child summed up the school’s commitment, “The best thing about rights 
respecting is that people are all happier because everyone can be themselves.” 

7. Children value 
education and 
are involved in 
decisions about 
their education. 

Children’s involvement in their education is woven throughout school life. For 
example, the feedback and marking policy was rewritten to place children’s 
active participation at the heart of driving their learning forward. Curriculum 
development has included children’s ideas, such as the recent addition of a 
unit of Ancient Islamic Civilisations in Y5. A staff member pointed out, 
”Knowing their rights has given them a belief and confidence, leading to more 
engagement in their learning, they are stronger at expression.” 

STRAND C Highlights and comments 

8. Children and 
young people 
know that their 
views are taken 
seriously. 

The children’s right to have their views taken seriously is strongly promoted. 
In addition to a Pupil Parliament there are Pupil Action Teams, made up of 
staff and children, contributing to all aspects of school life; staff noticed, 
“Children have developed specific passions for change and further embed a 
rights culture. For example, the Young Interpreters supporting new arrivals with 
their English.” Children were actively involved in developing the Feedback and 
Assessment Policy and regularly contribute to the SLT’s curriculum 
moderating process. One pupil is currently pursuing a request they made for 
a prayer room to be provided (not that this child would use this provision 
themselves); this is currently with the Pupil Parliament.  

9. All pupils have 
taken action to 
uphold their 
rights and the 
rights of others, 
locally and 
globally. 

The pupils see their extensive charity fundraising, including support for 
Children in Need and the Stretford Foodbank as helping others to access their 
rights; but more than this, “We want to spread awareness too.” Through their 
links with the Flying Seagull’s Project, they are becoming activists in support 
of refugees; they ran a special day in school, created a podcast about the 
importance of helping refugees and are currently creating a joke book, 
inspired by the Flying Seagulls to raise money for their work. This project has 
led to the school’s participation in the ‘Happy, Safe & Free’ local arts project. 
Other campaigning has included planning a march around the school to speak 
up about climate change and other environmental initiatives. 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools

